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Division of Public and Behavioral Health (DPBH) – Update 

In October 2026, the federal government will reduce its contribution to the state administrative public 
health costs from 50 percent to 25 percent. New work requirements and other changes to eligibility for 
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), commonly known as food stamps, could put those 
Nevadans at risk losing their eligibility to receive food stamps. Additionally, an estimated 10,000 or more 
people could lose benefits based on changes to social services access for noncitizens. During 2024 Nevada 
had an average of 505,000 recipients of SNAP/food stamps. Policy changes included in the new federal 
law include shifting more of the cost burden to states while also changing eligibility requirements for 
beneficiaries. More than 131,000 Nevadans could lose food and nutrition benefits because of the recent 
federal regulation. Similar to other states Nevada WIC Program is getting lower rebates, experiencing 
higher costs and increasing caseloads impacting funding projections. Able-bodied adults aged 18-64, 
previously 18-54, must now work or participate in job training for 80 hours each month. Additionally, 
parents with children 14 and older are no longer exempt from the work requirements. 

Recent analysis projected a significant revenue loss for Nevada acute care and critical access hospitals 
under proposed Congressional Medicaid cuts, with statewide hospital systems potentially facing 
substantial annual revenue reductions that could significantly impact community healthcare resilience 
and emergency response capabilities. It is estimated that 100,000 Nevada residents will lose Medicaid 
coverage under federal work requirements by 2029. Additionally, the federal award for the vaccine 
preventable programs was cut by 9.97% for the current State Fiscal Year (SFY). Furthermore, implications 
for immunizations programs due to recent Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) and CDC 
mixed messages may result in further decline in vaccination rates in Nevada especially for the COVID 
pediatric vaccine. Failure to provide specific recommendations for pregnant people and suggesting 
clinical consultation for children have introduced uncertainty in relation to insurance coverage of some 
important vaccines. 
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The Division of Public and Behavioral Health (DPBH) continues to monitor federal funding plans, preparing 
for expected changes and anticipated delays in the notice of the awards, and the division is currently 
working to develop contingency plans with alternative funding sources, where such funding may exist. 
Additionally, the division continues to assess compliance with the Executive Orders provided by the White 
House. 

The DPBH Public Health Infrastructure and Improvement (PHII) Section launched the updated website 
https://www.nvhealthforce.org/, which includes career exploration within the health industry. The 
website demonstrates career opportunities and requirements to reach career goals and provides 
resources and connections to workforce development partners. Careers featured include Behavioral 
Health, Nevada Department of Health Services (DHS) positions, Primary Care, and Public Health careers. 
The website also highlights scholarships available for current and future students. 

On June 26, 2025, Nevada Medicaid was selected by the Center for Health Care Strategies to participate 
in the Medicaid Oral Health Workforce Implementation Learning Series. The review committee was 
impressed by Nevada’s commitment and readiness to implement strategies and expand the oral health 
workforce. Nevada is one of only 11 states selected for participating, alongside Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Maine, Michigan, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Utah, Virginia, and Wisconsin. 

The DPBH completed the Disease Investigation Protocol for Lead Exposure in Nevada to better 
characterize the epidemiology and sources of lead exposures; early identify and prevent lead toxicity 
among children; minimize adverse effects and remove sources of exposure to lead. The protocol will 
facilitate cluster detection and educate affected individuals on how to reduce their individual risk of 
exposure to lead. 

The DPBH welcomed a new epidemiology fellow through the Council of State and Territorial 
Epidemiologists (CSTE) Fellowship Program. This fellowship is designed to place skilled public health 
professionals in state and local health departments to support epidemiologic capacity and improve public 
health outcomes. The newly integrated CSTE epidemiology fellow Ms. Amber Brower will be located in 
Reno, where she will collaborate with state and local health officials to assist with disease surveillance, 
outbreak investigations, data analysis, and the development of evidence-based public health 
interventions. The fellow’s expertise will provide critical support to ongoing public health programs and 
contribute to the overall health and safety of Nevadans. Her work will be instrumental in enhancing 
Nevada’s readiness and response to emerging health threats, including infectious diseases, chronic 
conditions, behavioral conditions, and environmental health concerns. This fellowship placement 
underscores Nevada’s commitment to strengthening its public health infrastructure by integrating highly 
trained professionals into the state’s epidemiology workforce. 

 
Mpox Update 

The World Health Organization (WHO) has extended its alert again that mpox is a public health emergency 
of international concern. The WHO has declared mpox a public health emergency of international concern 
twice before; once in 2022 and again in 2024. This current outbreak is now affecting 25 countries across 
Africa with most recent outbreaks in West Africa. Currently there is an outbreak of clade II mpox in Sierra 
Leone, where mpox is endemic. 

https://www.nvhealthforce.org/
https://d4jc7704.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OT%2B113/d4JC7704/VVHGbT6t3-JtN51CLyyk6J40W4lQ0X35xZFd5MZjDWP5nXHsW7Y9pgv6lZ3p0W5VNpyC6vHpgkVNcLYH9015hfW49xFGM8pnnwWW2T-Z0X8_SwhsW8WVxsK5DNbpXW42dHRr7-sHFwW3kYdzJ88DFnvW8Mlbkm8BSVDPVKrQ2k1222DDW3g8LYn7sWfb2W15N7w29kLssmW66sj9H8m3KwrV7kglx44nMdmW7ZQj321MPv7MN13NXpSMbP2cW7s_xFH703kzpW3Cn1r-5GxxZ-W6CjWVz4NnMNhW2X73KX2MfsDVW8S1BXL2gy45QW5vKPnN8_yCtsW3JJhnj9cNQx2W31gFrm2z8zyxV6XGx999n5FlW74Qs3Z6HWFKCVlQpBY8B781qW8FZ_Zh7Qk8bbW6xT7hy1jWVjfW4gSWkC7Gr5fZW3Xl0kc12FsJwW1FFTP783W5fpW22vbrW1s0PNdW8SpQmp3wKsyjW53fWK828gk_jV99QGF3JFWGDVPkX0d3W2KTmN3j1tLQRJZb5W6wvHBb3XyrZhN3FjWnXtXqH2VmHBbW4sXPmRW2Hr3z34K_GxfW9jGbZL6-HN4Yf7B9XM404
https://d4jc7704.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OT%2B113/d4JC7704/VVHGbT6t3-JtN51CLyyk6J40W4lQ0X35xZFd5MZjDX43qn9gW8wLKSR6lZ3nwW1RGSMK6K6M0WW5RrnPQ1497y6Vjc0YF3syMfrW17z92V8M5cvMW7lnhfz711HTbW42t0Cf2nHpwYW81f0Z97tDz4bW4bp2l17zkzDZW3qvHFS7ns_V4W18DTnX6r7CFpW21ZNfj8xdLxhW76HBv72Pqc2wW67l_815245wpW5xjf1Y6GX5jvW2sNM-J96YZNpW1KbRwT5wXKw-W36dCDW7Qm7s4N7bKcmMnTJSLW66khl08-Vg9GW4t33ml88GzFMN2MBZSmkTc40W4LD3Tg4Ct_VSW1lwS_T2rKHVmW8kMG1N49ZCY2W9hbfPR5XSQ6HW2-zZVn250pv9MVPdx_nMTh2W6GBwZn2VLVn6f1cWLbs04
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As of the date of completing this report August 15, there have been 28 deaths, and more than 4,300 cases 
reported in Sierra Leone. The WHO issued a revised set of temporary recommendations to countries 
experiencing the transmission of mpox, which includes: emergency coordination, collaborative 
surveillance, safe and scalable clinical care, vaccination, reporting quarterly to WHO, and addressing any 
research gaps. 

On July 17, CDC issued a Level 2 travel health notice for travelers to Sierra Leone advising them to practice 
enhanced precautions Clade II Mpox in Sierra Leone - Level 2 - Practice Enhanced Precautions - Travel 
Health Notices | Travelers' Health | CDC. Sierra Leone has experienced near-exponential growth in mpox 
clade IIb cases and a new variant called G.1. CDC has recommended vaccinations for people traveling to 
and from countries with clade I outbreaks. This includes Burundi, Central African Republic, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Kenya, Malawi, Republic of Congo, Rwanda, South Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, and 
Zambia. 

So far in 2025 there have been five patients in the US (in Massachusetts, Illinois, and California) that were 
detected to have the G.1 variant. However, CDC continues to report that the risk to the overall US 
population remains low. 

Measles Update 

As of August 15, a total of 1,356 confirmed cases and three deaths due to measles were reported to CDC 
by 41 jurisdictions, with about 90% of all confirmed cases being outbreak-associated. 
Measles Cases and Outbreaks | Measles (Rubeola) | CDC . 

While active outbreaks continue in the United States (U.S.), Canada, and Mexico, Nevada, has not had a 
reported measles case since 2018. However, on August 5, 2025, the DPBH was notified that a wild-type 
measles virus RNA had been detected in wastewater collected from Clark County Water Reclamation 
District (CCWRD) Flamingo Water Resource Center in Las Vegas. WastewaterSCAN Dashboard. As this 
was the first detection of measles in wastewater in Nevada, Southern Nevada Health District (SNHD) 
issued a press release, and distributed a health alert (HAN) to community providers to consider measles 
in their differential diagnoses of cases presenting with suspect rash, and to test for measles as 
appropriate. And, as the school year starts soon, SNHD alerted Clark County School District to be on the 
look for any eventual cases. 

It's important to note that one single wastewater detection of measles RNA is not, by itself, evidence of 
active community transmission; nevertheless, this wastewater findings indicate that one or more people 
may be shedding measles RNA virus. 

The DPBH already shared with healthcare providers and community partners several practical tools to 
early detect and rapidly control any eventual cases in Nevada Preparing and Responding to Measles: 
Checklist for K-12 Schools and Preparing and responding to Measles: Checklist for early care and education 
centers. These checklists focus on how to prepare for measles and what to do in the first 10 minutes after 
a measles case is suspected. Both checklists are also included in the CDC Be Ready for Measles Toolkit 
that the division shared with community providers. Additionally, the DPBH shared with the state 
healthcare providers the Nevada Measles Testing Algorithm update  Measles testing update.docx to 
facilitated early detection and rapid control of cases. 

https://d4jc7704.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OT%2B113/d4JC7704/VVHGbT6t3-JtN51CLyyk6J40W4lQ0X35xZFd5MZjDWP5nXHsW7Y9pgv6lZ3pfVX36r13bp6RgW1z6CFX7McrxlVZwxX47JhPHTW5wQyTl4f7sFrW3hpLqk1tRLrVW6xjZhM6d--wSV-k2W66tbTjVN15mgDD7DFyjW8rKdp12XXDHdW6-wQmP3vb_0rW52p3Gw1v3--NW8B0gsy1Yw539W3KJMQg7XjdM0W8rdSts7NSFKNW4fQX284HFyLXW4q60Jg547jTRW4TmvLB6Rgk7kN7FLl5JqR_rtW9m3bpT8H62WwVly2Zf26P5N7N1BlYSdSN86nVHpSkp3TMQVtW43SZyL320Q66W1ZL3sx6sFyPlW32_5kq76CBXSV9zRCH9lPmT4W3cNytX5bKdnLW8HF_Hr2tM69wW5Sl3wC8sDdJcN3G1fpgxdv5bW8S1TxM5s-1KcW6sLy0c6mjLgfW35Tx5g16zzVgW8djnfp2x1GHzW95Gd966sGnwyMbKL0s84dwxW6yqgCc4HQGSFW2tHmMF7N9cqKW5H6y5L7DdRC7W4-kYGR8L36T7N1J0MR6nfQBQM5LX-vjsPSwdb9cbC04
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/level2/mpox-sierra-leone
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/level2/mpox-sierra-leone
https://d4jc7704.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OT%2B113/d4JC7704/VVHGbT6t3-JtN51CLyyk6J40W4lQ0X35xZFd5MZjDWv3qn9gW7lCdLW6lZ3m6VJsR2Y7QT6MTW1kRQGg219qG1W44KQ2g3tq6QPW7YKqQ-5d8j7rW2WcWvq4N3VS9W8wBX8j7h92gjW7fRs6w2gbDshW8PnQnY6JVG3LW3S31fn84n-Q4W19rJRR351zC8W2CCfWQ8TtrGLW31sHg7317NybVrt-_w94vqZPW2467cw6k9wTHW3VNqJW2qPJ9TW7gVjJf64GrVGW22r6vP4LgQnbW7BRCGD7xZBsfW2LvkbQ77hmhPVtGGXs5_J7K9W2-gLLD1qc3F7W6TYZcJ2lgJG5MG1t3RM4Y4YW2tsMJS40px7Vf41KG_604
https://d4jc7704.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OT%2B113/d4JC7704/VVHGbT6t3-JtN51CLyyk6J40W4lQ0X35xZFd5MZjDX43qn9gW8wLKSR6lZ3m1W2ngBJG23k3FzW5p9d_h6ZWCpmW3YNmcB1mqxhLW4Lbz-d1DQgrgW3JfG1p93zqMpW6Fj92D1J5cCCW1w25ZN4xRz90W1_Q58x4Xq2XLW2bMp3d7qTLGCW4_1WNV6K008nN5rN8mqwwpgnVjNd298ZGjKNW7dsJLV13JsqzVy8lDH7Qd745W9kXHkW6dkNW-W2ys7BV2qR2stW2J1StT3NGJy6W6M_D8y3JRTv1W3nkWxs1xV8rqW41Nq8z6h0lwGW2mJm-b3Nk8J1W5k66fC73WC0sVH1Dd_3lH-1DW77qf8j7vTvx4W7CrhdF8Kk6dgW55Xw947885zPW1MthXp6wCJ_SW4RtZj183Fj-wf5c3w7F04
https://d4jc7704.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OT%2B113/d4JC7704/VVHGbT6t3-JtN51CLyyk6J40W4lQ0X35xZFd5MZjDWv3qn9gW7lCdLW6lZ3ljW51R4598Qg5-mN1t3__wxd_hZW3C_-TZ71JryXN4w_YT3tPzb_W8jbz6c5d6S5kW95lKjb8-QsW3W1bBrTP5VjWq3W12vfXG8B_YRNW75bzkJ6qtTvrVPXkJk62Cnb8W45CnvR6lqVwMW7NcRVp916twCW8np-r93f3_ZlW7NyV_-73xXY9W4fCd-Z8zv0P5W4yCPJy3d33TPW4mbR-T46K_sjW3QP9T88JhdwlW87RwGv3pf3WsW20WX8R6fyJM6W3dMgZL1FKF4nW37gBrL4QhXYcW6FzNG-96NbHqW8jwFmJ7WPpdmf91Ctl004
https://d4jc7704.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OT%2B113/d4JC7704/VVHGbT6t3-JtN51CLyyk6J40W4lQ0X35xZFd5MZjDVC5nXHsW5BWr2F6lZ3kPVWLXll2qgJDPW5_63X31ylbRbVY3QK73PG7JXW5GlfVt6NLtk4W90f_zz4W6LcPW6v_5zY2q5FcWW637Z-g1l1nd4W3N7xV12vlGqpN8T1jPrwWVB8W91_zby92DfF8W1FGPc01BpWtyW5Z4rvw64W-MKW9fmfnJ2C86yHW831ZCT8zgGRdW5Q-LfF3Pg4JsW2_bk__8sSSB-W4jFvrh1_4G26W85HWnf3pNCQDVcwkRS7Nq3y9W9gmP1F8GDvYXVDc2bX5-85XkW25kKfX3gvQFwW2-RQJv2qm9gjW8NkZ3z6-GLWnVQtngz5nyLLHW3wj2S_1-RfkhW47q70W9ft_2KW4bS3R166_mJWW6VYZfz8FC75tW59MTy04sFZkTW4p9jw45hY191VqMcZ92__fJzW25GVSH6zFcKHW6DggHr5sz5Qkf1sF_bC04
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fdata.wastewaterscan.org%2ftracker%3fcharts%3dCjsQASABSABSBjExYWFkMloHTWVWX1JveXIKMjAyNS0wNS0xNnIKMjAyNS0wOC0wNYoBBjk4OTI3YbgBAA%253D%253D%26selectedChartId%3d98927a&c=E%2C1%2CZzUkU-rkLXuN07Z4SEovKAP4Zwx_1-Op2Pi1yZBDhNk7MsJyK46p9kXjIPExi2eA0zC2WRh9kLnR5NLZwb0O1EukoFWvd06WTXlP4JqgPo3vchhr&typo=1
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/downloads/measles-checklist-K12-schools.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/downloads/measles-checklist-K12-schools.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/downloads/measles-checklist-early-care.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/downloads/measles-checklist-early-care.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/php/toolkit/index.html
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Assembly Bill (AB) 360 

After the passage and approval of Assembly Bill (AB) 360 from the most recent legislative session, the 
DPBH issued a technical bulletin to all healthcare provider, local health authorities, and other community- 
based programs to inform them that AB 360 expanded the list of provider types that can test for syphilis 
when evaluating a woman of childbearing age to include physician assistants and advance practice 
registered nurses, in addition to physicians. 

Healthcare providers must evaluate if the pregnant woman had already received any prenatal screenings 
and tests, or a woman of childbearing age has/has not been tested for syphilis in the prior 3 month and 
had no personal history of syphilis. 

AB 360 also expanded the types of testing that should be conducted to include a rapid or point-of-care 
test, if there is no history of syphilis, unless otherwise a serological test result will be made available prior 
to the patient being discharged or otherwise leaving the facility. 

The DPBH has been alerted of a new voluntary recall by King Pharmaceuticals LLC., a subsidiary of Pfizer, 
of a specific referenced lots of Bicillin® L-A (Penicillin G Benzathine Injectable Suspension). Considering 
this recall and high levels of syphilis diagnoses (incidence and prevalence) the DPBH anticipates a limited 
supply of Bicillin® L-A. 
Given this information, and the dynamic nature of the situation the division recommended that 
community healthcare provider strongly consider preserving Bicillin® L-A for treating patients who are 
pregnant until we learn more about the impact of the recall. 

 
COVID – 19 Update 

On August 8, 2025, the CDC upgraded national COVID-19 wastewater viral activity from "low" to 
"moderate" as cases rise across 45 states, with the XFG "Stratus" variant now accounting for 14% of 
infections and ranking as the third-most prevalent strain nationwide. This increase coincides with the 
back-to-school season, with highest wastewater levels detected in Western states (Alaska, California, 
Colorado, Nevada, Utah) and the Southeast, particularly Louisiana. While current available COVID vaccines 
remain effective in preventing severe infections and death, the timing raises concerns about potential 
transmission in educational settings. However, the World Health Organization continues to consider that 
the Stratus Variant poses a "low" public health risk. 

Heat-related Deaths 

Due to record-breaking temperatures in Southern Nevada, the number of heat-related deaths reported 
in Southern Nevada this year has increased so far to 87. Last year, Clark County recorded 526 heat- 
related deaths. Most of these heat-related deaths were aggravated by dehydration, chronic medical 
conditions and/or drug use where environmental heat stressors were listed as an "other significant 
conditions." Additionally, certain risky behaviors can also contribute to heat related deaths, including 
physical exertion, inappropriate clothing, lack of acclimatization and poor fluid intake. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.pfizerhospitalus.com%2fsites%2fdefault%2ffiles%2fnews_announcements%2fBicillin%2520Recall%2520Letter.pdf&c=E%2C1%2CJVWLeiuly3SQmBRuXbLW0e9UT7XnFB_uBTPFJ4a2sIjYbAawvb37DNvDL5vwh0JFq9HBU0kHhJ3wnL9Yyqpc89Wxgpwrlybaa9QzwGT45SPzPRUTFnY%2C&typo=1
https://www.cdc.gov/sti-statistics/annual/summary.html#%3A%7E%3Atext%3Dan%20increase%20in%20total%20syphilis
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